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you is that every year may bring you greater happiness in your
married life, as it does to your brother.' He understood Charlotte
so well because he remembered his feelings at his own wedding.
From a political point of view Ludwig was overjoyed, and this
found expression in his letter1 to Metternich, for the young Crown
Prince had always longed for the reconciliation of Austria and
Bavaria, who, as he said, should never have been enemies.

The new Empress took the name of Karoline Auguste on her
marriage, which turned out to be far happier than she had dared
to hope. The Crown Prince now had his favourite sister in an
exalted position. He could pour out his heart to this clever
woman and ask for her help and support for Bavaria and his
plans.

A quieter time followed. Ludwig lived in Wiirzburg and was
busy with his books, coins, and pictures. Then, quite suddenly,
he fell ill with pneumonia. He felt as if he were 'on the rack'.
He was bled nine times in thirty-six hours and literally fought
for his life. His strong constitution prevailed in the end. His faith
in God was strengthened by the crisis through which he had
passed. It came to him as a revelation that this affliction had been
sent as a warning that it was his duty to support the Catholic
Church.

During long conversations with the Bishop of Wiirzburg,
Ludwig decided to test his influence over his ageing father. This
was to take the form of a determined attack on the man whose
all-powerful government he regarded as an offence against the
consecrated and hereditary power of the King, and which was
therefore opposed to his idea of kingship.

As soon as the Crown Prince was convalescent, he endeavoured
to put his plan into action. First of all, he wanted to discuss
matters with Freiherr von Hruby, and requested this Austrian
to come to him. Ludwig was still weak, but was looking much
better, was cheerful and pleased at his recovery and spoke
frankly about conditions in Bavaria: 'I desire urgently that the
innumerable trials and vexations of the people be remedied.
The finances are in confusion and I long for . . . a just administra-
tion. It is imperative that the Ministers be subjected to strict
control and held responsible.'2 No name was mentioned, but it

1  Crown Prince Ludwig to Metternich, Munich, 5th September, 1816. Vienna
St.A.

2  Freiherr von Hruby to Metternich, Munich, 23rd and 30th January, 1817.
Vienna St.A.